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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT     9 December 2018 
 

Sentence  
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon 
us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.                                                
             Luke 1.78-79 

Collect of the day. 

God of our salvation, you straighten the winding ways of our hearts  

and smooth the paths made rough by sin: 
keep our hearts watchful in holiness,  

and bring to perfection the good work begun in us. 

We ask this through him whose Day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever.        Amen.  
  

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi. 
The dominant theme of Malachi is fidelity to the covenant God has made with 
God’s people. This passage speaks of God coming to refine and judge and of the 
messenger who will come to prepare the way; note the question and answer form 
which is typical of Malachi.  

Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the 
way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he 
is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his                 
coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he is like a refiner’s 
fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the                      
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days 
of old and as in former years. Then I will draw near to you for judgment;   
I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the                      
adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress 
the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against 
those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of 
hosts. For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, 
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have not perished. Ever since the days of your ancestors you have 
turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, 
and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall 
we return?’  Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, 
‘How are we robbing you?’ In your tithes and offerings! You are cursed 
with a curse, for you are robbing me—the whole nation of you! Bring 
the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, 
and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open 
the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing 
blessing. I will rebuke the locust for you, so that it will not destroy the 
produce of your soil; and your vine in the field shall not be barren, says 
the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will count you happy, for you will be 
a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts. You have spoken harsh words 
against me, says the Lord. Yet you say, ‘How have we spoken against 
you?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What do we profit by                
keeping his command or by going about as mourners before the                   
Lord of hosts?                                 Malachi 3.1-4   

Reader Hear the word of the Lord 
ALL  Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm     for the Psalm: The  Song of Zechariah APBA, p 425 
This is the song that old Zechariah sings after he has named his son John as            
instructed by the angel before his birth which was announced to Zechariah in 
the Temple. Everyone would have expected the boy to be named after his father 
according to custom, but his parents were obedient to the promise made to 
them.     
            

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians. 
Paul wrote this letter from prison and he writes powerfully and appealing of the 
quality of life Christians are to share in the Body of Christ. They faced some kind 
of opposition and Paul is concerned to bring them together and overcome any 
threat from internal disharmony.  

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ           
Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy 
in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the 



 

 
day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace 
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 
of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure 
and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.      
                                                        Philippians 1.1-11 

Reader  May your word live in us 

ALL  And bear much fruit to your glory 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
ALL  Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
  and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

ALL  Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
Reader The Lord be with you 

ALL  And also with you 
Reader A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 

ALL  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Today’s gospel reading focuses on John the Baptist who is the messenger of the 
Lord’s coming in the person of Jesus Christ. As with the prophet    Malachi, John 
makes clear that God’s coming brings a new relationship with God but first it 
brings judgment which means seeing ourselves in the light of God, as God sees us. 
God’s judgment is never without God’s compassion and love being expressed    
towards you as we see ourselves from God’s perspective.   

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius    
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and               
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and           
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the                        
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the 
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
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   make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’                   Luke 3.1-6
   

Reader  For the Gospel of the Lord 
ALL  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

BIBLE READINGS NEXT SUNDAY         

The Third Sunday of Advent Yr C 
Zephaniah 3.14-20     A Song of Isaiah APBA, p 391    Phil. 4.4-7       Luke 3.7-18 
 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK  
God our deliverer, whose approaching birth still shakes the foundations 
of our world:  
may we so wait for your coming with eagerness and hope that we                 
embrace without terror the labour pangs of the new age.     Amen.              
from Janet Morley, All Desires Known, p. 23. 
 

Pray for the Faithful Departed    
We remember before God:   Frederick Davis;  Vera Estaugh;  Harriet 
Hood;  Janette Mary Ray;  Colin Prain;  Cecil Macnaughtan; John Lindley 
Daish;  George Matthews & Colin Harris whose anniversaries occur this 
week. 
  

COMMEMORATIONS OF THE WEEK. 

December 13.  Lucy, virgin and martyr (d. c.304). She was                     
martyred for her faith in the Roman persecutions under the Emperor 
Diocletian.  

December 14 John of the Cross (1542-1591). He was born into a               
converso family, originally Jewish but becoming Christian, and became a 
Carmelite friar in Spain. John is considered one of the greatest poets 
and mystics that Spain has produced.  His writing shows that by a life of 
faith and love of God, one may attain mystical union with God.  John of 
the Cross did not write extensively but his works are replete with    
scriptural references and have been enormously influential. 


